^) 


li/^^ 


UNIVERSITY 
OF  PITTSBURGH 


Dar.   Hm, 
^\l/y^   DA503 
1755 
3539 
1 7S6 


LIBRARY 


Dahlinger  Library 


A     FIRST 

LETTER 


T  O      T  H  E 


People  of  England. 

O  N    T  H  E 
Prefent  Situation  and  Conduct 

O     F 

NATIONAL    AFFAIRS. 


Hoc  illud  efi  pra;clpue  in  cognithne  rermii  faluhre  ac  frugiferuMj, 
amnis  te  exempli  documeTita  in  illujlri  pofita  tnomimento  hitueri: 
inde  tihi  tuaque  reipuhlica  quod  imitere,  capias,  inde  fcedum  in^ 
eeptu,  feodum  exitu,  quod vites.  Tit.  L i v* 


LONDON* 
Frinted  in  th§  YEAll  i7$6i 


/i  KJ  ilk  VI 


\\    V.V.^^3 


0     .\ 


A 

^LETTER 


T  O    T  H  E 


People  of  England. 


LETTER    I. 

H  O  E  V  E  R  has  been  accuftomed  to  read 
with  Attention,  the  Hiflorians,  Orators, 
and  fatyric  Poets  o? Greece  and  Rome,  thac 
wrote  'owards  the  Decline  of  thofe  States, 
and  obferved  the  Manners,  Purfiiits,  Objet^ts,  and 
ruhng  PafTions  of  thefe  People,  together  with  the 
Symptoms  of  impending  Ruin,  prefaged  and  dehne- 
ated  by  thofe  Men  of  fuperior  Genius,  muft,  on 
Comparifon  with  what  prevails  at  prefent  in  E?7g- 
land,  be  deeply  touched  with  the  Analogy.  The 
Philippics  o£  Djmcjlhe?2es  are  fo  replete  \\i:h  (Iriking 
Piclures  and  vivid  Reprefentations,  drawn  from  Ob- 
fervation,  on  what  pafled  at  Athens  during  his  Time  \ 
and  fb  applicable  to  the  People  and  prefenc  State 
of  this  Conntry,  that  the  great  Difference  of  the 
Names  of  thofe  Perfons  who  lived,  and  Places  which 
exifted  Two  Thoufand  Years  ago  in  Greece^  have  not 
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{ufhcicnt  Power  to  withhold  my  Imagination  from 
being  impofed  on  by  the  Similitude  of  Manners  ; 
or  reilrain  me  from  believing,  that  1  am  reading  the 
Hiilory  of  Englijhmen,  and  the  prefent  Age. 

When  I  fee  this  Patriot  Orator  generoully  tipbraid- 
ing  his  degenerate  Countrymen  with  univerial  Ve- 
nality and  Lofs  of  public  Virtue  j  deCcribing  them 
drownM  in  Floods  of  Self  love,  Pleailire,  and  pub- 
lic Shows,  fupinely  negligent  of  their  Country's 
Welfare  ;  contemning  the  Merit  of  all  other  Nati- 
ons, themfelves  arrogant  and  felf  fufficient  in  Excefs  j 
preferring  private  Opinion  to  eftabliflied  Wifdom  ; 
idolizing  Mortals  in  Power,  and  irreverent  to  their 
Gods  :  What  Eye  fo  dim  that  cannot  diilingui.(h  the 
Analogy  fo  manifed  between  the  ^Menians  of  his 
Time,  and  the  Englijlo  of  ours  ?  What  Mind  fo  ilupid 
as  not  to  forefee  the  famxC  Events  I 

It  feems  evident  from  all!  can  gatber,  that  the 
Strength,  Happinefs,  Military,  and  Civil  Glory  of 
all  Nations,  have  ever  fubfif  cd  and  increafed  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  Undejftanding  and  Virtue  of  thofe, 
who  reigned,  and  thofe  who  obeyed;  and  though 
Numbers  of  Inhabitants  and  Degrees  of  Riches  may 
be  thought  by  many  to  oppofe  this  Obfervation,  yet 
a  juil  Examination  will  prove  the  Truth  of  what  is 
here  faid. 

Was  it  not  by  Means  of  the  happy  Union  of  thofe 
fuperior  Qiialifications  in  the  firfl:  Cyrus ^  that  he  ex- 
tended his  Empire  from  the  little  Realm  of  Pcrjia 
over  Nations,  almofl:  too  diRant  to  be  vifited,  and 
whofe  Languages  were  unintelligible  to  each  other, 
as  Xenofhon  has  defcribed  them  ?  Yet  fuch  is  the 
Fate  and  Revolution  of  Empires ;  Darius  with  all 
thefc  Nations  in  Subjection,  with  infinite  Armies 
and  untold  Sums  of  Treafure,  deferted  by  Virtue 
only,  fell  the  eafy  Prey  of  Ale;^ander  and  a  few 
Macedonians, 

To 
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To  this  energic  Influence  of  Virtue  in  the  com- 
mon People,  and  Underftanding  united  with  it  in 
their  Leaders,  ir  is  ounng  that  the  Grecians  in  their 
rifing  Glory  performed  almofl:  miraculous  Exploits. 

To  confirm  this  Truth,  the  well  fought  Field  of 
Marathon^  where  Mtltlades  and  ten  Thoufand  Greeks 
defeated  fix  hundred  thoufand  Perjians^  affords  an 
irrefifkble  Evidence  :  As  did  the  naval  Victory  of 
Tbt'iniflocles,  who  laved  his  Country  from  Perdition, 
fuch  amazing  Atchievements  can  fmall  Numbers, 
actuated  by  their  Country's  Love,  armed  with  the 
Sword  oFVirtue,  and  conducted  by  fuperior  Wifdom, 
perform  againft  Millions  funk  in  Efieminacy,  Luxury 
and  Riches. 

S  P  j4  R  f  A  remained  invincible  whilft  her  Son^ 
were  virtuous,  and  Leonidas  unconquerable  but  by 
Death. 

Even  Thebes,  the  long  Objecffc  of  farcaflic  Attic 
Wir,  lifted  her  Head  from  below  the  Dud,  and 
walked  forth  the  prevailing  Pov/er  of  Greece,  by  the 
Virtue  of  one  great  Man  •,  like  a  new  Star  Ihe  ihone 
forth  in  Luilre  amongfl  the  other  Cities  :  tVith  E- 
faminondas  its  reiplendent  Courfe  began,  with  him  it 
blazed,  and  with  him  expired. 

The  whole  Roivian  Glory  was  entirely  owing  to 
the  Virtue  of  its  hihabitants,  whilft  the  greatell  Ho- 
nour attended  hntegrity  in  Poverty,  and  private  Par- 
fimony  was  Praife  ;  whilft  their  Generals  tilled  their 
ovv'n  little  Farms,  and  the  Labour  of  their  Hands 
gave  their  Children  the  Bread  of  Virtue  ;  whift  Me- 
rit brought  Dicliitors  from  the  Plough  to  rule  a  Na- 
tion, the  Romans  were  iniuperable  :  Yet,  when  their 
Emperors  podefied  half  the  Globe,  and  half  the 
Riches  on  its  Surface,  this  very  People  became  the 
eafy  Capture  of  Goths  and  Vandals.     . 

In  this  Manner  will  Nations  perilh,  who  renounce 
the  Dictates  of  Virtue. 

A  2  la 
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In  ail  Situations,  where  Nations  are  equal  in  the 
QuaUties  of  the  Heart,  the  Chief  who  excels  in  Un- 
derftanding  prevails  in  his  Undertakings.  The  Mo- 
rnenc  Marlborough  left  the  Command  of  the  Army, 
Villars  conquered  the  Allies,  and  the  long  vanquifh- 
ed  triumphed  over  their  former  Vidorics.  Turenne^ 
who  during  three  Months  had  traverfed  the  Dcfigns 
and  diiappointed  the  Attempts  of  the  ^uflriujjs,  being 
now  no  more,  left  an  eaiy  Conqueil  over  the  Troops 
he  had  commanded,  and  his  Country  to  be  invaded 
by  MonlecuculL 

PETER  the  Rujfian  Emperor,  by  Dint  of  Genius 
created  a  civilized  People  from  Beings  little  better 
than  Brutes.  The  very  Man,  who  with  more  than 
100,000  of  his  Troops  lied  before  the  Approach  of 
Sooo  Swedes,  and  the  fevere  Virtue  of  Charles,  in  his 
beginning  Reign,  became  at  lad:  his  Conqueror,  and 
luiade  his  Nation  refpcdable. 

The  prefent  Sovereign  o^  Prujfia,  the  patriot  King, 
•who  has  rescued  his  Subjects  from  the  Rapine  of  the 
Law,  who  inftitutes  and  fuftains  Manufactures,  en- 
courages Arts  and  Sciences,  promotes  Induftry,  opens 
Slew  Trades,  extends  his  Commerce,  enlarges  his 
Dominions,  aggrandizes  his  Name,  and  holds  the  Ba- 
lance of  £z/r(J^^ ;  is  a  living  Inftance  of  what  exalted 
Underllanding  on  a  Throne  can  etlcffl  for  a  Nation. 
•  In  this  Manner  our  illuftrious  Qiieen  Elizabeth 
reigned  over  the  Hearts  of  a  free  People,  directed 
bv'up right  Minifters  to  her  Subjects  Good.  In  this 
Manner  it  might  have  continued,  if  the  cold,  con-^ 
ceited  Ditputatious,  man-loving  Scot,  had  not  filled 
the  Throne  oi  England,  and  blailed  with  his  Northern 
Breath  the  blooming  Plants  ol  Glory  which  Ihe  had 
raifed. 

As  arc  the  Princes  and  Miniders,  fuch  have  ever 
been  the  People  who  live  beneath  their  Influence,  in 
ipn gland  and  all  Nations^ 
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.  Even  long  after  Luxury,  and  every  Vice  had  pre- 
vailed at  Rome,  a  virtuous  Emperor  recalled  the  iPeo- 
pie  to  Greatnefs  and  Felicity ;  the  Reigns  of  Trajan 
and  Antoninus  Pius  were  equal  in  Happinefs  and  Glo- 
ry, to  the  mod  flourifliing  iEra  of  the  Roman  Name. 

Virtue  and  Wifdoni,  Vice  and  Venality,  have  ever 
been  j  the  firfl  the  Sources  of  national  Happinefs  and 
Succefs,  the  latter  of  Decline  and  Ruin. 

To  flatter  ourfelves  then,  that  the  fame  Caufes 
which  deflroyed  Greece  and  Rome  will  not  generate 
the  like  Confequences  in  England^  is  to  delude  our- 
felves like  Children  with  felf-willed,  over-weaning 
Fondnefs.  It  is  to  fappofe  that  the  original  Inftitu- 
tion  of  all  Things  is  eftabiiihed  on  vague  and  caprici- 
ous Principles,  and  that  thofe  degenerate  Faculties  of 
mental  Nature,  which  have  begotten  Ruin  in  all  o- 
ther  Countries,  will  not  produce  the  fame  Effed  in 
this  liland. 

It  is  to  beheve  that  Corruption  of  Heart,  and  pub- 
lic Virtue  j  Love  of  Eafe  and  Searcli  of  Danger  ;  In- 
folence  and  true  Bravery  ;  Contempt  of  Heaven  and 
Contempt  of  Death,  can  be  exifting  in  the  fame  Peo^ 
pie;  that  the  Coiirfe  of  Nature  is  fulpended  in  our 
Favour,  or  i\\2.\.  England  is  exempted  from  the  Con- 
ditions which  Providence  firft  fixt  on  all  created 
Things. 

Is  fuch  Imagination  a  lefs  Abfurdity  than  to  con* 
ceive  that  phyfical  Principles,  which  produce  Pu- 
trefaction and  Dillblution  in  vegetable  and  animal 
Nature,  may  exift  in  full  Energy,  and  yet  thefe 
Subllances  remain  unaltered,  incorrupt,  and  entire, 
from  that  Influence: 

Has  not  Venality  in  human  Kind,  the  famcEfTed: 
on  the  Soul  that  the  putrefaclive  Principle  has  on 
Matter  :  Does  it  not  defl:roy  the  Union  of  its  Parts, 
and  diffipate  that  (Irong  attradive  Power  which  holds 
the  Mind  firm,  and  reiifling  2.11  vicious  Attacks  I  De- 
prived of  Virtue,    it  no  longer  poUeiles  Strength  or 

Vigour  • 


r  8  ] 

Vigour;  it  becomes  feeble  and  effete.  Yet,  as  in 
preferving  animal  and  vegetable  Subftances  from  De- 
cay,  Art  may  fupply  the  Abfence  of  Nature  in  fome 
Degree;  fo  in  Societies  and  moral  Nature,  Wifdom 
may  reftrain  the  precipitate  Fall  of  Nations,  and  pre- 
ferve  them  from  total  Ruin,  tho'  it  may  never  reftore 
them  to  their  original  Perfedlion. 

I  have  frequently  thought  that  the  Roman  Word 
Virtus,  which  fignifies  Courage,  has  a  Propriety  in 
expreffing  the  Idea  beyond  all  the  few  Languages  I 
have  any  Knowledge  of;  it  feems  to  embrace  the 
whole  in  Man  which  confpires  to  perfect  that  Attri- 
bute ;  Courage  has  been  deemed  by  that  People  an 
Emanation  of  every  Virtue,  the  Refultofall  others 
combined  ;  and  therefore  by  Way  of  Eminence  di- 
(linguifhed  by  that  Appellation  Virtus,  the  Virtue, 
They  had  remarked,  that  in  Proportion  as  the  Bofom 
is  replete  with  Probity  and  Truth,  the  Love  of  its 
Country  and  its  God  ;  fo  is  the  Heart  which  inhabits 
it,  with  Courage. 

That  Bread  which  is  freed:  from  Pollution,  is  the 
leafl:  intimidated  at  Danger;  the  pureft  Soul  is  fore- 
mofl  in  offering  up  Life  a  Sacrifice  to  its  Country, 
whereas  the  contaminated  iluilks  to  fave  itfelf  in 
Cowardice. 

This  was  the  unvarying  Characleriftics  o?  Perfians, 
Greeks,  and  Romans,  in  their  Days  of  greatefl  Glory, 
'till  at  Length  their  Souls,  debafed  by  Corruption  and 
Picafure,  became  pufillanimous  in  Action,  even  in 
thofe  Men  whofe  Minds  were  not  influenced  by  the 
certain  Fear  of  future  Puniihments. 

This  Kind  of  Cowardice  receives  a  new  Caufe,  and 
this  Obfcrvation  a  farther  Confirmation  in  Chriftian 
Kingdoms ;  that  Being  which  is  depreciated  by  mean 
Actions,  Corruption,  and  Injuflice,  is  eternally 
haunted  by  the  Dread  of  oppofing  himfelf  to  Dan- 
ger, his  Fears  increafe  with  his  Vices,  that  very  In- 
dividual which  defpifes    his  Religion  and  dit^ts  his 

God, 
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God,  breathes  Infolence  and  Outrage  apart  from  Dan- 
ger,  trembles  at  the  Approach  of  an  Enemy,  when 
Death  and  confcious  Guilt  recoil  upon  his  Mind,  like 
the  timid  Deer,  who  valuing  himfelf  upon  the 
Strength  of  his  Antlers,  flies  at  the  firft  Sound  of 
Hounds  which  purfue  him;  or  the  Lark,  which 
Ihrinks  ro  the  Bofom  of  the  Earth  at  the  Sight  of  the 
Hawk,  which  hovers  over  his  Head. 

The  Englishman  whofe  Valour  is  infuperable  whilft 
Integrity  luftains.  Religion  animates,  and  Patriotifm 
urges  him  to  Battle,  muft  yield  an  unrefifting  Victo- 
ry when  thofe  invigorating  Qualities  defert  him  ; 
however  true  this  mull  be  acknowledged  to  be,  it 
muft  be  confefled  alfo  that  the  common  People  in 
no  Nation  have  ever  been  the  Caufe  of  their  ovvn 
Corruption  ;  it  has  always  taken  its  Source  from  the 
polluted  Fountain  of  the  Great,  and  thence  ran  mud- 
dy thro'  the  Multitude  below. 

Was  it  not  the  Patricians  at  Ro7ne  that  by  Bribes  be- 
gan to  fap  the  Virtue,  pollute  the  Hearts,  and  cor- 
rupt the  Integrity  o^ \}[\.q  Roman  common  People,  by 
purchafmg  their  Votes  in  the  public  Elections  of 
their  Officers  j  the  Inferior  fought  not  the  Great, 
England  was  a  Nation  of  Probity,  till  thofe  who  ought 
to  have  been  the  voluntary  Choice  of  uninfluenced 
Con  fen  t,  debafed  their  own  Souls  and  thofe  of  their 
Electors,  by  becoming  their  Reprefentatives  thro' 
Venaiitv  and  Purchafe.  The  Man  who  fells  him- 
felf is  more  a  Slave  than  he  that  is  fold  by  another, 
and  deeper  impregnated  with  bafer  Qualities  of  Bon- 
dage. 

Hence  from  Hiftory  and  Nature,  from  Obfervati- 
on  and  Reafon,  it  plainly  appears,  that  Nations  have 
ever  fucceeded  according  to  the  Vitrue  and  Under^ 
(landing  of  thofe  who  diredled  them,  and  have  de- 
clined and  rifen  as  thefe  prevailed. 

That  this  Kingdom  is  replete  with  all  thofe  fatal 
Symptoms,  which  foretold  the  Ruin  of  other  free 

States, 
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States,  who  iliall  deny?  In  England  the  King  can 
do  no  Wrong,  for  which  Reafon  the  M r  be- 
comes juftly  chargeable  with  the  Errors  and  Mifcon- 
du£l  of  the  State.  As  are  the  Talents  andDefigns 
of  this  Man,  will  be  the  Capacities  and  Purfuits  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  beneath  him.  If  we  di- 
vide the  Scale  of  mental  Nature  into  ten  Degrees, 

and  fuppofe  that  of  a  M --r  to  be  at  five,  will 

not  ail   thofe  he  appoints   either   in   the    Army  or 
the  Fleet,  in  Embaflies  and  Council,   be  below  that 
Degree  of  Underftanding  ?  his  own  Judgment  mud: 
in  his  own  Opinion    be  the  moft  perfecT:  of  human 
Intellect  in  all  Plans,  Refblutions,  and  Conduct ;  he 
is  prevented,  by  his  lliallow  ihort  lighted  Degree  of 
Underftanding,  from  penetrating  into  the  Concepti- 
ons and  Schemes   of  fuperior  Minds,    and  muft  ne- 
cedarily  chufe  thofe  which  refemble  him  in  Size  of 
Capacity.     For  this  Reafon,  as  Men  exceed  him  and 
one  another  in  Excellence,  the  lefs  probable  will  it 
be  that  they  will  be  employed  under  him,     As  thefe 
Men  advance  to  Perfedlion  in    this  Scale  of  intelle- 
ctual Nature,  they  will  grow  more  incomprehenfi- 
ble  to  his  confined  Underftanding,    and  be  deemed 
as  Vifionaries  and  Projedors;  in  Proportion  as  they 
are  adapted  by  all  the  exalted  Attributes  of  the  Mind 
to  ferve  their  King  and  Country,  their  Couniel  will 
be  rejefted,    and  themfelves  excluded;    judge   then 
what  Gataftrophy  muft  attend  Kingdoms  fo  directed. 

It  is  with  the  human  Intellect  as  with  the  human 
Body,  each  extends  according  to  its  natural  Size, 
each  has  its  Limit,  beyond  which  it  cannot  pafs ; 
and  a  Dwarf  will  reach  with  his  Hand  as  high  as 
Goliath,  before  the  Duke  of  ****^****  will  conceive 
the  Extent,  Force,  and  Truth  of  the  Earl  of  6* — —c'^ 
Capacity. 

From    this   Manner  of  Reafoning,    whenever  a 

M r  is  weak  [we  lliall  talk  of  the  Effefts  of 

Wickednefs  in  a  fucceeding  Letter  j  all  thofe  who 

arc 
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are  under  his  DIreaion,  and  of  his  Choice,  liiufl: 
participate  of  that  national  Calamity  -,  the  Stream  of 
Poifon  which  rifes  deftruaive  in  the  Heed,  will  dill 
run  on  the  fame,  through  the  Condud  of  all  that 
Body   which  lies  beneath  him. 

I  have  thus  long  intruded,  on  your  Patience,  my 
Fellow-countrymen,  to  ihow  you  that  what  may  be 
here  advanced  is  true  in  the  View  of  Nature,  as  de- 
duced from  Principle;  and  verified  by  Obfervation 
and  Experience  in  the  Hidory  of  Mankind,  to  con- 
vince you  that  Love  of  my  Country,  and  not  Male- 
volence  to  M — — rs,  Truth  and  not  Scandal,  Good- 
will towards  Mankind,  and  no  latent  Averfion  a- 
gainil  Individuals,  have  been  my  fole  Motives  to 
this  Attempt. 

In  all  Accounts  I  Ihall  confine  myfelf  feverely  to 
Truth,  and  attempt  to  draw  no  Inferences  which  do 
not  appear  evidently  deduceabie  from  preceeding 
Facts  :  In  executing  this,  however  derogatory  to  the 
Capacity  of  ihofe  in  Power,  I  fear  not  the  Calumny 
of  Minions  in  Favour,  Hawkers  of  minifterial  Fal- 
ilioods,  Advocates  for  Deftroyers  of  their  Countrjr, 
or  even  M rs  themfelves. 

If  what  fhall  be  here  written  appears  to  bejufl, 
what  honeil  Engiijhman  fliall  difapprove  of  my  Con- 
duct ?  Whatever  Diftance  either  Chance,  Birth,  or 
Riches,  may   h^ve  placed  between  me  and  a  Prime 

M r,  there  muft  be   yet  n^iore  between  him  and 

his  Country.  No  Subject  ca.1  be  fo  fuperior  to  me 
in  Rank,  as  this  Nation  is  above  him  in  Dignity.  If 
I  prelum e  to  examine  the  Undcrftanding  of  him 
who  prefides  at  the  Helm,  let  it  be  remembered 
it  is  becaufe  lam  convinced  his  Weaknefs  mifguides 
his  Fellow-SubjecfliS.  '  If  I  am  blamed  for  daring  to 
arraign  his  Condu^ft,  it  is  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied  hi -5 
Prefumption  may  ruin  his  Country.  Acquit  me 
then  or  condemn  nie,  as  he  is  innocent  or  guilty. 
B  '     However 
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However,  1  confide  that  the  patriot  Defign  which 
jullified  Demoflhenes  \k\^  Athenian,  and  immorralized 
his  Name,  iliallat  lead  find  me,  an  Englijloman,  pre- 
fent  Favour  and  Applaufe  ;  and  Zeal  for  the  Conili- 
tiition  of  my  Country  vindicate  me  in  the  Hearts  of 
all  Men,  who  yet  preferve  the  Love  of  Probity  and 
their  native  Land. 

As  we  refemble  the  Greeks  and  Romans  in  the 
Symptoms  of  declining  Liberty  and  Virtue,  fuperior 

Wifdom  in  the  Condud  of  our  M rs   can  alone 

reinifate  and  preferve  us.  Let  us  then  examine  on 
what  our  Expedations  are  founded,  and  what  is  to 
be  expeded  from  thofe  v/ho  prefide  in  public  Af- 
fairs. 

Itisnotmy  prefent  Defign  ro  fummon  up  before 
your  Eyes  the  Ghofls  of  Mal-Adminiftration,  or 
turn  them  back  on  the  Conduct  of  the  two  Brothers, 
during  the  lad  Wars ;  I  mean  not  now  to  awaken 
your  Attention  to  that  Flood  of  Pollution  and  Cor- 
ruption, which  has  been  let  out,  to  deluge  Integrity 
andjuftice  ;  I  wiili  not  to  bring  pad  Crimes  to  your 
Kemembrance,  fquandering  your  Properties,  and  in- 
vading your  Liberties,  to  aggravate  the  prefent  Mif- 
condud,  or  tread  backwards  thofe  Paths  which  lead 

to  unravelling  m 1  Iniquity  ;  I  will  not  hint  the 

Inattention  which  prevailed  during  the  French  naval 
Armaments  and  Ufurpations  in  A'nierica.  Objecls 
within  the  Ken  of  every  Eye,  Tranfadions  of  Yeder- 
day,  what  has  lately  palled  by  Land  and  Sea,  Ihall 
be  lain  before  you.  Behold  thofe  with  Attention, 
judge  impartially  from  the  Conduct  in  theib  Affairs, 
what  is  the  Force  of  that  Capacity  which  direds 
them,  then  remember  that  England  is  your  native 
Land,  and  refled  one  Moment  on  the  Danger  v/hich 
hangs  threatning  over  ic. 

To    avoid   every  minute  Particular,  let  us    begin 
with  examining  the  Conduct  of  our  Navies. 

No 
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No  Man,  I  believe,  will   prefnme    to    deny  that 

a  true  Intelligence,  of  what  employs  oar  Enemies^ 
is  neceilary  to  all  Minifters  who  would  fuccefsfully 
oppofe  their  Machinations-  and  though  it  maybe 
difficult  to  obtain  a  fvre  Knowledge  of  that  Expediti- 
on which  a  Fleet  is  deftined  to  go  upon,  it  mult  be 
an  eafy  Talk  to  be  afcertained  of  the  Number  of 
Ships  they  are  equipping.  The  Bofom  of  one  Man 
only  may  be  confcious  of  the  Intention  of  a  naval 
Armament,  when  Thoufands  mud  know  the  Num- 
ber which  are  arming.  The  Minider  may  be  incor* 
ruptible,  and  the  Secret  impofTible  to  be  penetrated. 
Amongil  the  Multitudes  employed  in  preparing 
this  Force,  many  may  be  found,  and  infinice  Ways 
contrived  to  know  the  Number  of  our  Enemies 
Ships.  Without  this  previous  Knowledge,  on  what 
Bafis  can  it  be  prefumed  we  oppofe  the  Fleets  of  our 
Enemies  ?  Yet  this  necedary  Information,  fo  eafily 
procured,  muft  be  confefled  to  have  been  totally  ne- 
glecled,  difregarded,  or  unobtained  ;  or,  which  is 
yet  more  flagrant,  the  highefl  Imputation  of  Folly 
raufl:  be  attributed  to  the  Ad n. 

To  prove  this  AITertion,  let  us  begin  with  faying, 
that  it  was  decided  that  the  French  Fleet  at  Brejl 
ihould  be  oppofed  by  the  Englif}),  and  its  Dedructi- 
on  refolved  upon  ;  let  us  now  call  our  Eyes  on  the 
Manner  in  which  this  Deiign  was  plann'd,  and  the 
W^ay  in  which  it  was  intended  to  be  accomplilhed. 

To  execute  this,  Admiral  Bofcavjcvi  was  fent  to 
command  a  Squadaon  of  Men  of  War,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  Refolve  fet  Sail  from  off  Plymouth 
the  Twenty-feventh  of  ^r/7,  with  a  Fleet  confid- 
ing of  eleven  Ships  of  the  Line  and  one  Frigate. 
It  has  fince  appeared,  that  his  Orders  were  to  cruize 
on  the  B^nks  o£  Nezufound/iind J  to  wait  the  Arrival 
of  the  Fr-/jr/;  Fleet,  and  intercept  their  Voyage  to 
Ainer:ca. 

The 


[     M    J 
The  (ending  this  Squadron   under  ^.Iniiral   Bofca- 

'wej7j  is  a  clear  Proof  that  our  M— — rs  imagined 
the  Number  it  contained  was  fufHcient  to  deftroy  the 
French  Fleet  ;  or  it  mud  be  granted,  that  if  they 
were  purpoiely  fcnt  out  unequal  to  the  Attempt, 
that  that  Behaviour  would  be  but  little  better  than 
dooming  them  a  Sacrifice.  On  the  fix  h  o? May  the 
French  Fleet,  confifting  of  Twenty-five  Ships  of  the 
Line,  ten  of  which  were  employed  as  Tranfports, 
their  lower  deck  Guns  being  taken  oiit ,  the  rell 
fully  armed,  failed  fron-i  Brefi  for  North  America, 

In  confequence  of  the  Intelligence  that  this  Fleet 
was  failed,  and  the  Number  of  it,  Admiral  Holhoiirne 
.  was  difpatched  with  fix  Ships  of  the  Line  and  one 
Frigate,  and  failed  from  off  Plymouth  the  fixteenth 
of  Afi7j,  being  nineteen  Days  after  Mr.  Bofcazveu^ 
and  ten  after  the  failing  of  the  French  Fleet,  to  join 
the  Englifh  Admiral. 

This  Jleinforcemenr  is  an  undeniable  Proof  that 

the  M y  was  abfokuely  unacquainted  with  the 

Number  of  Ships  equipping  at  Brej}^  for  this  Ex- 
pedition, before  their  failing  ;  otherwife  can  it  be 
prefumed  they  would  not  have  fent  a  greater  Num- 
ber of  Ships  with  Mr.  Bofcawen  at  firft,  fince  many 
more  were  ready  for  the  Sea  ;  or  would  they  have 
lent  the  Reinforcement  by  Mr.  HGlbcurne  at  all,  if 
they  had  known  that  IVlr.  Macnamara  would  have 
returned  with  nine  Ships  of  the  Line  ?  the  Number 
of  the  Fr (?//.-/!?  Fleet  then,  and  the  Part  of  it  which 
was   to   return,    were    abfoluiely   unknown   to  our 

M y  before  it  failed;  for  the  lad  they  may  be 

excufed,  but  the  Isnorance  of  the  former  is  utter- 
]y  unpardonable. 

After  thefe  three  Fleets  wxre  failed,  let  us  now 
fuppofe  that  to  happen,  which  our  M — y  had  pre- 
fumed and  wifhed  at  Admiral  Bofcaiuen's  failing 
miwht  be  the  Event  of  their  Orders  ;  that  is,  that  he 
niighc  meet  Mucnamara  vydth  his  Squadron  of  Twen- 
ty- 
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ty-five  Ships  of  the  Line,  fixteen  of  which  were 
prepared  for  fighting,  and  the  red  with  their  lower- 
deck  Guns  out,  proceeding  as  the  M y  believ- 
ed at  the  Time  oi  HoIboiirns\  failing,  for  North- Ame- 
rica, 

What  would  have  been  the  Event  of  this  Ren- 
counter, fince  Mr.  Bofcaiven  had  received  Orders  to 
attack  the  French  f  1  alk  this  Qiieflion  of  Men  who 
can  look  with  unprejudiced  Eyes  on  the  Merits  of 
other  Nations.  With  all  the  true  Bravery,  Pru- 
dence, and  Knowledge  of  that  Commander  in  naval 
Affairs,  and  thofe  brave  Captains  joined  with  him 
in  the  Expedition,  is  there  a  well-founded  Reafoii 
to  believe  that  Twenty  five  French  Men  of  War, 
circui.ftanced  even  as  thefe  were,  would  have  been 
defeated  by  eleven  Englijhf  If  they  had  nor,  would 

not  the  fliameful  Ignorance  of  the  M y  in  the 

Number  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  a  Knowledge  which 
every  Man  might  have  obtained  who  would  have 
been  at  the  Expence  of  paying  for  it,  and  furely  the 
Parfimony  of  public  Money  is  not  the  prefent  reign: 
ing  Tade,  have  proved  the  Perdition  of  his  Majedy's 
Fleets  and  Subjects,  to  the  everlading  Difgrace  of 
the  Fngiijh  Nation. 

Nay  fo  exquifitely  fubtle  was  the  Defign  of  this 
Scheme,  even  the  fecond  Fleet,  commanded  by  Ad- 
miral holhoiirne,  would  in  all  human  Probability  have 
fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  French  Squadron  alfo; 
for  by  the  Refult  it  has  appeared,  that  he  did  not 
join  Mr.  Bofcan,ven^(\]S.  eleven  Days  after  the  taking 
the  Alcide  and  Lyx. 

By  this  Accident  it  migh%  with  the  greateft  Pro- 
bability, have  happened,  that  Admiral  Bofcaiuen  be- 
ing  defeated  the  tenth  of  June^  the  Day  the  Englijl) 
and  French  Fleet  met  in  Darknefs  and  Fogs  on  the 
Banks  of  Nezvfoimdland,  that  Mr.  Holbourne  might 
have  fudered  the  fame  Fate  eleven  Days  after,  the 
very  Time  of  his  arriving  at  thefe  Parts.     I  mean, 
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if  the  (urrounding  Obfcurity  had  not  faved  the^E/24 
glijh  Fleet,  as  it  has  the  French, 

Such  was  the  probable  Prefumption  when  Mr. 
Holhourne  quitted  the  EfigliJJj  Coaft,  and  fuch  would 
have  been  the  fatal  Event,  \£  Macnamara  had  conti- 
nued the  Voyage,  and  Mr.  Bofcawen  had  met  and 
engaged  him.  Judge  then  how  pernicious  this  Ig- 
norance of  the  Number  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  would 
have  proved  to  this    once  illuftrious  Nation,    had 

Things  fallen  out  as  our  M rs  originally  defign- 

ed  it. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  aflTign  any  Reafon  for 
Mr.  Holhourne^  being  difpatched  at  all  to  join  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen^  the  very  Diftance  in  the  Times  of 
failing  of  thefe  Fleets  rendered  it  improbable  that 
he  could  join  the  firft;  Admiral  before  the  Engage- 
ment between  him  and  Macnaniara  muft  have  been 
totally  decided,  as  is  manifeft  by  the  Event  of  his 
joining  Mr.  Bofcawen, 

It  appears  then  felf-evident,  that  the  fending  this 
Admiral  could  have  anfvvered  no  other  Purpoie  than 
deilroying  two  Fleets  inilead  of  one,  and  lacrificing 
more  of  their  Countrymen  to  the  God  of  War,  on 
the  Altar  of  Ignorance. 

The  Efcape  then  with  which  thefe  two  Fleets 
have  been  favoured,  and  the  Succels  which  the  firll 
obtained  in  taking  two  Frenchyitn  of  War,  incon- 
iiderable  as  it  is,  cannot,  with  the  lead  Appearance 
of  Juilice,  be  attributed  to  the  ill-plann'd  Defigns 
of  thofe  who  fent  them  on  the  Expedition.  Can 
ihofe  Men  be  intitled  to  Praife  for  an  Error  in  Judg- 
ment, in  the  French  Admiral's  Return,  of  which 
iheyknew  nothing:  and  who,  if  he  had  proceeded 
on  the  whole  Voyage  \q  America^  would  in  all  Pro- 
bability have  ruined  the  two  Fleets  o£ England,  fent 
as  they  were  one  after  the  other  on  this  Expedition: 
With  what  Propriety  then  can  this  unforefeen  E- 
vent  be  imputed  to  the  Fore-thought  of  thofe  who 

prefide 
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preMe  in  m 1  and  naval  Affairs ;  JJiall  the  Ad- 
vantage of  Accidents,  unimagined,  be  laid  to  the 
Account  of  their  Penetration  and  Wifdom?  As  well 
may  yon  attribute  the  Winds  which  blew  the  Fleet 
to  the  Coaft  of  America  to  their  Sagacity,  as  the  lit- 
tle Succefs  which  they  have  obtained  in  the  Voyage. 
The  juftRewar4of  thefe  Men  then,  is  theDiiho- 
nour  of  planning  an  Expedition  ihat,  through  tlie  Ig- 
norance of  what  Numbers  the  Enemies  Squadton 
was  formed,  would  in  all  human  Probability  have 
been  the  Perdition  of  two  EngUjlo  Fleets,  and  Thru- 
fands  of  brave  Men  and  ufeful  Subjects  of  Grcit 
Britain, 

But  as  there  may  be  Englipinenwho^  prompted  by 
national  Prejudice,  believe  that  Admiral  Bofcawen 
with  his  eleven  Ships  was  a  Match  for  IVlacnamara^ 
and  five  and  twenty  French  Men  of  War;  let  us  fup- 
pofing  this  to  be  true,  examine  the  Prudence  with 
which,  under  this  Idea,  the  Expedition  was  con- 
duced. 

Firft  it  is  a  felf-evidentTruth,  that  there  can  be  no 
Evidence  or  Intelligence  of  a  Fleet's  failing  to  any 
Part  of  the  Globe,  equally  certain  with  that  of  its 
leaving  the  Portin  which  it  is  equipp'd;  the  firft,  how- 
ever well  founded  it  may  be  in  the  Opinion  and 
Judgment  of  an  Enemy,  can  in  its  Nature  be  no 
more  than  cafual  and  the  Height  of  Probability;  the 
fecond  mud  be  Demonllration  and  Necefiity. 

Miniflers  may  alter  the  Nature  of  their  De(?gn  in 
an  Hour,  and  fend  a  Fleet  which  was  originally  e- 
quipping  for  one  Part  of  the  World,  to  another  ; 
they  may  purpofely  give  out  different  Tales  to  cover 
their  Intentions,  or  the  Powers  engaged  again  ft  them 
may  be  left  to  divine  its  Intent  only;  thefe  Circum- 
fiances  may  alter  or  conceal  the  true  Pluce  of  its  De- 
flination.  But  no  Change  of  Sentiment  or  Diiguife 
can  prevent  a  Fleet's  being  difcovered  in  failing  out 
of  that  Port  in  which  it  is   armed,  whether   deftin- 

ed 
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ed  to  the  Baltic  or  Africa^  America  or  Japan,  how- 
ever dubious  the  Place  of  its  Deftination  may  be ; 
neither  of  thefe  can  alter  any  Thing  in  its  Manner 
of  leaving  the  Harbour  in  which  it  is  prepared  for 
the  Seas. 

Suppofing  then  the  Strength  of  the  French  Fleet 
had  been  perfe.51Iy  known,  and  Mr.  Bofcawen  had 
commanded  a  Force  luflicient  to  have  defeated  it, 
which  he  might  with  Eafe  have  had  under  his  Com- 
mand, there  being  at  that  Time  twenty  Ships  of  the 
yne  ^xSpithead  more  than  his  Squadron,  mofl  of  them 
fully  mann'd.  Is  there  a  Boatfv^ain  of  the'Fleet  who 
would  have  fent  the  Admiral  to  the  Banks  o? Neiv- 
found/and,  where  Darknefs,  palpable  like  the  £^j/^//- 
^;/,  is  known,  by  every  common  Sailor  in  the  Navy, 
to  reign  three  fuccelTive  Months  in  the  Year,  in  one 
of  vVhich  the  French  Fleet  muil:  have  pafs'd  thefe 
Parts  of  the  Seas;  where  Fogs  that  conceal  more  ef- 
fectually than  the  darkeftNight  all Objeds  which  pafs 
within  the  Length  of  a  Ship,  mud  have  faved  the 
greateO:  Part  of  that  Fleet  which  they  were  fent  to 
deftroy?  A  Place  to  which  they  never  might  arrive, 
or  never  be  feen  if  they  did.  The  Confequence 
of  their  being  fent  has  evidently  proved  the  Truth 
of  this  Obfervation. 

What  ihall  then  be  faid  in  Favour  of  that  Man, 
who  ordered  the £/2{^///^  Navy  from  thofe  Parts  where 
the  Enemies  Fleet  mud  inevitably  pafs,  to  one  where 
they  might  not  have  been  ordered  to  fail?  Tode- 
fert  a  Part  in  which  they  mud  be  viGble  to  all  the 
Squadron,  for  one  in  which  they  would  probably  be 
enveloped  in  a  Cloud,  hke  jEneas  fecured  from  ihe 
Eyes  of  all  Beholders  ?  What  is  this  but  fending  Ships 
the  longVoyage  to  America,  with  the  greateft  Rifque 
of  miffing  in  thofe  Seas  that  v/hich  they  mud  have 
met  in  the  Britilh  Channel  ?  Is  not  this  the  fird  In- 
dance  of  an  Underdanding  that  has  prefided  over 
Fleets  and  Armies,  that  preferred  a  may  be  to  a  De- 

mondration. 


itionflration,  and  quitted  a  real  Advantage  in  Car- 
tainty,  for  one  of  lefs  Value  in  Probability  only? 
Is  it  not  owing  to  this  Caufe  that  fo  little  Utility  has 
been  reaped  from  this  Expedition,  and  the  French 
Fleet  efcaped  almofl:  unfeen  ?  Was  there  ever  a  Per- 
Ton  till  this  Time  who  would  have  deferted  the  Door 
of  the  Houfe  of  that  Man  he  wanted  to  meet,  and 
who  mull  come  out  of  it,  to  feek  him  in  the  Streets 
where  he  never  might  pafs,  and  prefer  even  Dark- 
nefs  to  the  noon-tide  Hour  for  that  Bufinefs?  Is  there 
a  Country  Gentleman  who  could  judge  ib'  diamcTtri- 
caily  wrong  ?  would  he  have  fent  his  Game-keeper 
lo  fhoot  Woodcocks  by  Night  \ 

Yet  fuch  is  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven,  as  Mr.  Eof- 
cawen  was  prepared,  inferior  to  the  Fleet  which  lefc 
Bre^ ;  the  Abfurdiiies  of  thefe  Directors  have  pre* 
ferved  our  Navy  from  a  Defeat  and  our  Nation  from 
a  greater  public  Difgrace.  For  if  Mr.  Bofcawen  had 
been  ordered  off ^r^y/,  the  Place  which  In  right  Rea- 
fon  he  ought   to  have  been  ordered,  the  Ignorance 

of  our    M rs  in   the  Number  of  that  Fleet 

which  firft  left  Bre^,  would  have  proved  the  De- 
ftriiction  of  him  and  the  E;z^^///^  Squadron.  So  gra- 
cious was  the  Will  of  Heaven,  and  fo  abfurd  the 
Judgment  of  thofe  who  prefide  over  naval  Affairs  ia 

this  Kingdom.     This  Conduct   of   our  M^ rs   is 

not  however  without  its  Advocates ;  the  Reafons  for 
juilifying  their  Proceedings  in  this  Manner  are  yet 
more  extraordinary  than  the  Behaviour  itfelf :  It  is 
mod:  gravely  urged  in  Defence  of  this  Conduft^ 
that  the  French  Squadron  was  not  attacked  in  Europe, 
becaufe  their  Allies,  particularly  the  Spaniard,  Ihxjuld 
not  take  Umbrage  at  our  Behaviour  ;  or  fuch  an  Aifti- 
on  bring  on  Hoftilities  in  Europe*  What  Kind  of  Ca* 
pacities  mud  thefe  Men  pofefs,  who  can  imagine 
that  an  Englif/Oinan  of  common  Senfe  can  be. cajoled 
with  fuch  frivolous  Pretenlions  to  a  Juftification  of 
wrong  Meafures  ?    Who  can  be  deluded  to  believe, 

C  tha: 


that  a  Fleet,  freighted  \n  Fni/ic^  wuh  Arms,  Am- 
mnnition,  Soldiers,  and  Provifions  io\'  America j  can 
create  any  Difference  of  Opinion  in  a  Nation,  whe- 
ther it  be  defeated  on  the  Coaft  g?  France ^ov  the 
Banks  of  Nezufoundiandf  Thefe  Advocates  mud  have 
well  (ludied  Grotius  and  Pujf'endorj]  who  make  this 
Diftinclion  ;  and  underftand  human  Nature  to  great 
Perfection,  who  conceive,  that  the  Spanijh  Miniflry 
can  be  influenced  againlt  England,  or  to  its  Advan- 
tage, in  Favour  of,  or  contrary  to  its  own  Interefl:, 
to  join  or  oppofe  the  Power  of  France ,  by  fo  fub- 
lle  a  Diftin^lion,  as  our  not  engaging  that  French 
YlQQt'm  Europe,  which  you  determine  to  deftroy  id 
America^ ^  A  Defeat  in  this  Part  of  the  World  of 
one  Half  of  the  French'^'sc^y,  would  have  humbled 
the  Gallic  Arrogance,  prevented  Spain  and  the  Al- 
lies from  joining  the  King  of  France  \  and  cooled 
<their  Ardor  for  War,  in  Proportion  as  it  diminilhed 
the  Powers  with  which  it  muil   be  fuflained. 

The  depriving  ourEHemies  of  their  military  Force, 
is  the  moll  effe6lual  Method  of  intimidaiins:  their 
Allies  from  joining  them  :  few  chufe  the  fmking 
Side  of  a  Qtieftion,  and  add  a  Probability  of  their 
own  Ruin  to  that  of  thofe  who  are  already  deftroy- 
ing.  Though  the  drowning  Perfon  feizes  every 
Thing  to  fave  himfelf  j  yet  few  catch  hold  of  him 
that  is  fmking,  with  the  View  of  going  along  with 
him.  But  in  the  Manner  we  have  proceeded,  what 
Jiave  we  done  but  behaved  like  Poachers,  with  ail 
that  little  defpicable  Cunning  of  fending  our  Ships 
at  aDiftance,  to  effect  what  it  was  prevented  from 
(doing  by  the  Nature  of  the  Place  :  A  Specimen  of 
that  mean  Timidity  and  Weaknefs  of  Capacity,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  Exercife  of  corrupting, -and  being 

corrupted, 

*  This  was  given  out  as  a  Reafoii  to  cover  their  Miftakes,  and 
not  thro*  any  juft  Apprehenfion  of  Spaiiiflj  Refentment,  is  now  e- 
vident  from  the  taking  the  Frejich  Merchant-Ships,  and  Mr^ 
HaTi}ke\  cruizing  for  their  Men  of  War  in  the  European  Seas. 


I  '^i  1       ...  : 

'Corrupted,  which  has  long  been  toomanifen:  in  all  nnr 

m 1  Meafures.      A  Difpofition  which  effeffliialiy 

difgraces  a  M r,  and  infallibly  ruins  a  Nation. 

What  have  we  done  more  than  fhewn,  that  our  Na- 
vy, though  the  molt  powerful,  and  our  Seamen  the 
braved  ;  b}^  the  wrong  Judgment  and  finiiler  Dire- 
ction of  our  Rulers  in  m i  Affairs,  can  be  ren- 
dered abfoliuely  ineffectual  ? 

We  have  cautioned  and  not  chaftifed  the  French  ; 
we  have  fent  a  brave  Admiral,  brave  Officers,  brave 
Sailors,  and  17  Line  of  Battle  Ships  on  a  ufeiefs  Pa- 
rade to  Nova  Scotia,  at  an  immenle  Expence,  to  take 
two  French'Mtn  of  War  and  to  lofe  one  of  our  own. 
Wc  have  been  the  WitneiTes  to  the  landing  their 
Troops  in  America,  and  not  prevented  their  Kxpedi- 
tion.  Such  is  the  Conclufion  of  all  the  boafted  Se- 
crecy, Difpatch,  and  ravlfhing  free-born  Subjec^^s 
from  the  Arms  of  ttjeir  Wives  and  Children  ;  and 
fuch  the  Refult  of  the  Wifdom  of  our  m i  Con- 
ductors. 

This  then  having  been  the  Succefs  and  CondirCl  of 
our  naval  Armaments ;  let  us  now  turn  our  Eyes  on 
thofe  of  our  Land  Forces,    and  candidly  enquire,  if 

the  Wifdom  of  our  M rs  has  fhone  forth  more 

eminently  in  the  Management  and  Defign  of  our 
Army  on  the  Continent  o^  America, 

It  was  at  length  refolved,  that  General  Braddock, 
with  two  Regiments,  and  all  necellary  Provifion  for 
a  Siege,  fhould  be  fent  to  America,  to  defeat  the 
Schemes  of  the  French  Nation,  which  had  been  art- 
fully ufurping  the  Dominions  of  our  Sovereign.  And 
here  it  is  impolTible  to  avoid  remarking,  that  the  A- 
larm  which  was  ipread  againil  the  French  Infolence, 
and  the  Meafures  taken  in  confequence  of  it,  were 
not  fo  much  undertaken  from  the  Reprefentaiions  of 
the  various  Provinces  of  America,  as  from  the  pri- 
vate   Intereft    which  a  certain   Qiiaker    had    in  the 

M y,    to  whom  Lands  on  the  River  Ohio   had 

been 


hten  granted  by  the  Governor  of  yirginia^  which 
have  fince  been  ratified  in  England, 

This  Man,  being  at  the  Head  of  a  Seel  which  has 

conftantly  fnpported  the  M r  in  all  his  (treniious 

Endeavours  for  Power,  and  Defigns  upon  his  Coun- 
try, was  attended  to  with  greater  Deference,  and  had 
xnore  Weight  than  the  Renionflrances  of  two  MilHons 
of  faithful  American  Subjects,  who  were  ilill  totally 
neglected  :    So  much  can  the  Intereil:  of  one  Man, 

who  heads  a  faclious  Sed  in  favour  of  a  M r^ 

prevail  beyond  the  public  Good  of  the  Subjects  of 
this  Kingdom,  and  the  Honour  of  its  Sovereign 

Fort  Lequefne^  feated  on  the  Ohio,  in  thole  Lands 
which  were  granted  to  this  Qtiaker^  was  the  Object 
which  General  Braddock,  and  the  Britifi  Forces  were 
deftined  to  demolilh  ;  the  French  were  to  be  diil ed- 
ged from  thefe  Parts,  at  all  Adventures. 

And  in  this  Place  it  mud  ftrike  the  Senfe  of  every 
Man  w*ho  reflects  one  Moment,  that'this  very  Perfon, 
whofe  paflive  Principles  of  Chriitian  Patience  prevent 
him  from  bearing  Arms  in  Defence  ot  this  Land, 
which  was  granted  him,  had  yet  the  unrelenting  Con- 
fcience  to  obtain  many  Hundreds  of  his  Fellow-Sub- 
je^^ts  to  oppofe  their  Lives,  and  fall  a  Sacrifice  in  re- 
polIeiTrng  his  Property.  Such  are  the  Proceedings  of 
this  ScCt  of  Anti-conftitutional  and  pernicious  Beings. 
The  Expedition,  however,  being  (&t  on  foot,  the 
fame  Identical  Quaker,  who  had  Influence  fuliicient 
to  get  ic  refoJved  on  at  firfl,  had  yet  the  farther  Inte- 
reft  of  its  being  defl:ined  to  defend  Virginia  :  The 
Heafon  of  this  will  foon  appear  more  evident ;  and 
here,  notwithfl:anding  we  iliould  allow  Fort  Leqnefne 
to  be  a  Place  which  ought  to  be  attacked,  we  muft.  ^ 
indft  that  Penfjhania  was  the  Place  where  the 
Troops  ought  to  have  been  difembarked. 

Firll,  T'lls    Country    being  fuller  of  Inhabitants, 

and  all  Kinds  of  Handicraft  Workmen,  could  have 

paiily  fupplled  whatever  an  Army  might  have  (i:ood 
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in  need  of  at  that  Time.     Virginia  being  a"  Land 

cultivated  hy  Negroes,  muft,    for  that  Reafon,  be 

more  deftitnte  of  Europea?!  Settlers,   than  Colonies 

where  Blacks  are  not  in  ufe. 

Secondly,  the  additional  Numbers  which  might 
have  been  thought  neceflary  to  have  been  raifed  for 
this  Expedition  to  xhcOhio,  v^^ouid  have  been  more 
eafily  levied  in  Penfyhania  than  Virginia* 

Thirdly,  the  requifite  Attendants  of  a  Military 
Expedition,  fuch  as  Horfes,  Carts,  Cattle,  Provifion, 
and  all  Kinds  of  Tools,  are  in  greater  Plenty  in  Pen- 
fyhania than  Firgi?iia.  This  is  evident  from  the 
Neceffity  the  Army  in  Virginia  was  under,  of  hav- 
ing thole  Utenlils  and  Supplies  from  Penfyhania  be- 
fore it  marched. 

Fourthly,  the  March  of  the  Troops  to  Fort  Le- 
quefne  from  Philadelphia,  had  been  for  a  much  lon- 
ger Part  of  the  Road  through  a  fettled  and  cultivat- 
ed Country,  where  all  Kinds  of  Refrelhments  which 
are  ufeful  for  an  Army  in  hot  Countries,  and  fa- 
tiguing Marches,  might  have  been  fupplied  witli 
greater  Eafe. 

The  important  Advantages  which  attended  PenfyU 
z^ania  above  Virginia,  though  reprefented  to  our;. 
M rs  in  the  mod:  (trong  and  demonftrative  Man- 
ner, were  ail  neglecled  and  over-ruled  by  the  private 
Intereft  and  Opinion  of  one  Quaker. 

Tantum  ille  pot  ait  fiiadere  malormn. 

Is  it  not  obvious  to  all  Apprehenfions  that  a  To- 
bacco-merchant, efpecially  if  he  be  the  Head  of  his 
Profeffion  in  Londm^  mufl  have  more  Intereft  in 
Virginia  than  in  Penfyhania,  his  Correfpondence 
being  with  the  former,  which  produces  the  Com- 
modity he  traffics  in,  and  not  with  the  Philadelfhi-' 
ans,  who  do  not  raife  that  Merchandize  ? 

Is  it  not  certain  alfo  from  the  Neceffity  of  Trade, 
fhat  he  muft  have  many  outftanding  and  dubious 

Debts 


Debts  in  that  Colony,  and  from  the  Nature  of  Man. 
and  more  particularly  from  the  Nature  of  a  Quaker, 
that  he  mud  wilh  to  have  thefe  hazardous  Debts 
rendered  more  probable  to  be  paid;  and  with  this 
Intent,  that  he  would  embrace  an  Opportunity  of 
putting  his  Debitors  in  a  Way  of  difcharging  them 
whatever  his  Country  m.ight  fuffer  ?  As  his  Corref- 
pondence  is  the  largefl:  of  any  Merchant's  in  this 
City  with  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  and  his  Intered: 

the  ftrongefl  with  the  M r,   he  clearly  forefaw 

that  an  Army  fent  to  Virginia  could  not  be  fuftain- 
ed  without  large  Sums  of  Money,  and  that  the 
Remittance  of  it  muft  fall  to  his  Share  :  Which 
very  Circumltance  being  attended  with  at  lead  two 
and  a  half  jD^r  Cent,  was  an  Objedl  too  replete  with 
Advantages  to  be  neglecled  by  a  Money -loving  Mer- 
cantile Man,  detached  from  all  other  Confiderations 
of  Advantage. 

Thefe  Circumftances  then  duly  attended  to, 
would  they  not  perfuade  many  a  Man,  who  is  not 
firmly  convinced  of  the  fincere  difinterefled  Spirit 
and  patriot  Love  which  animates  a  Quaker's  Heart, 
that  Virginia  was  preferred  to  Penfylvania  for  the 
lucrative  Confiderations  above  mentioned? 

But  as  this  Sed  has  ever  behaved  with  fuch  par- 
ticular Zeal  to  defend  their  own  Country,  and  lin- 
gular Attachment  ro  its  Welfare,  diverted  of  all  De- 
lire  of  private  Advantage,  what  can  the  mod  male- 
volent Imagination  fugged  againd  the  Behaviour  of 
this  individual  Quaker. 

Let  me  then  fuppofe  a  Thing  not  abfolutely  im- 
poirible,Tbat  this  Defign  of  his  procuring  the  Troops 
ro  be  fent  to  Virginia,  took  its  Source  from  an  Er- 
ror of  Judgment ;  that  the  Good  of  his  Country  was 
his  Objedt,  tho'  he  was  midaken  in  his  Aim,  and  tho' 
his  private  Interedwas  the  fole  Refult  of  his  Defign, 
yet  he  propofed  it  for  the  Public.     How  ill  all  we, 

even 


even  in  this  View  of  Things,  apologize  for  the  M—rs 
who  were  drawn  into  fo  palpable  a  Miftake  ? 

Though  it  might  be  allowed,  that  Merchants  may 
be  vindicated  in  not  underftanding  to  what  Pare 
of  the  ^^mencan  Continent  a  Military  Force  ought 
to  be  fent,  which  was  deftined  to  attack  Fort  Le- 

qtiefne,  yet  a  M r  whofe   peculiar  Province  it  is 

to  fuperintend  the  public  Welfare,  the  Lives,  Pro- 
perties, Advantages,  and  Commerce  of  his  Fellow- 
fubjeas  in  Peace  and  War,  cannot  avoid  Condem- 
nation forfuch  miflaken  and  fatal  Judgment. 

There  may  indeed  be  Men  who  may  imagine,  that 
this  Qiiaker  was  truly  acquainted  with  the  Diffe- 
rence and Difadvantage  which  attended  Virginia  more 
t\i^i\  Penfylvania,  and  that  Self-intereft,  more  than 
the  pubhc  Welfare,  weighed  in  obtaining  the  Troops 
being  fent  to  the  Colony  o^  Virginia.  If  this  Noti- 
on ihould  meet  a  general  Reception  among  P4an- 
kind,  how  ihall  we  then  account  for  a  M r's  be- 
ing duped  to  the  Interefl  of  a  private  Quaker,  or 
reconcile  national  Di/grace  and  {lender  Intellects, 
with  the  Duty  of  diredling  in  Peace  and  War,  the 
Affairs  of  a  whole  Nation  ? 

From  what  has  been  faid,  does  it  not  evixJently 
appear,  that  allowing  Fort  Lequefne  to  be  an  Objecl: 
which  demanded  our  Attention,  and  that  a  military 
Force  was  necelFary  to  be  fent  from  thcfe  Kingdoms 
to  reduce  it,  that  Virginia  was  the  Spot  which  ought 
not  to  be  preferred  to  Fenfjhaniaf 

This  then,  abfurd  as  it  may  appear,  is  even  lefi 
than  what  welliall  foon  lay  before  your  Eyes  •  ihail 
we  venture  to  afTert,  that  the  vi^-hole  Armament 
which  was  defigned  and  fent  to  the  Demolition  of 
this  little  Fortification,  the  Money  w^hich  it  has  and 
will  cofl  the  Nation,  and  Lives  which  it  has  laviHied 
in  the  Service  of  a  non-refifting  Qiiaker,  were  al- 
together ufelefs  and  unneceflary ;  nay,  that  even 
Succefs  in  the  fepedition  to  this  Fort,  could  have 
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been  attended  with  no  pofTible  Advantage,  whether 
the  Attempts  of  the  ^mencans  fucceed  or  mifcarry 
at  Niagara  and  Crow ?!- point  f 

To  prove  what  we  have  here  fuggefted,  let  us 
cad  our  Eyes  over  Mr.  Huske's  Map  of  North  Ameri- 
ca,  by  much  the  moft  accurate  of  all  thofe  which 
have  been  given  to  the  Public. 

Let  us  obferve  from  what  Part  of  the  Dominions 
podefled  by  the  French^  the  Supplies,  Provifion,  and 
Men  necedary  for  the  Supporting  Fort  Lequefne^ 
mull  be  drawn. 

It  is  a  Truth  univerfally  acknowledged,  \\\;^tCana- 
da  is  the  only  Part  which  can  afford  thefe  Requifjtes 
to  the  Parts  where  the  French  Forts  are  built  from 
Quebec  10  Yon  Le que fne  ;  this  happens  becaufe  the 
Methodis  by  an  eafy  Tranlir,  and  Things  are  com- 
modioufly  tranfported,  the  whole  Diftance  being  aU 
moil:  Water-Carriage,  from  the  Mouth  of  St,  Lazv^ 
rence  River,  to  the  Forts  on  the  Ohio, 

The  Mififipi  is  too  diftant  for  a  March  by  Land, 
and  the  Navigation  of  the  meandering  Ohio  too  long 
to  be  attempted  by  Water.  Indeed  it  is  a  known 
Fact,  that  the  Northern  Settlements  of  the  French 
fupply  all  thefe  Parts  with  Recruits,  AmmunicioUy 
and  Provifion. 

To  attack  Fort  Lequefnezi  all  then  feems  abfolute- 
\y  abfurd,  becaufe  all  Supplies  for  that  Place  being 
necelTitated  to  pafs  by  the  Fortification  at  Niagara, 
fituared  between  the  two  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario^ 
whoever  becomes  Mafter  of  that  Fort,  neceilarily 
cuts  off  all  Communication  and  Power  of  Support 
from  Fort  Lequefite,  and  this  latter  Place  muft  of 
confequence  furrender  itfelf  in  a  very  little  Time  in- 
to  the  Hands  of  thofe  w^ho  podefs  Niagara:  This  Af- 
fertion  is  as  true,  as  that  the  Power  which  can  cut  off 
the  River  Thames  at  Maidenhead,  and  turn  it  into  a 
new  Channel,  prevents  tVindfnr  from  being  fuppli- 
^d  with  that  Water. 
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This  fortification  of  Niagara  then  fituated  be- 
tween the  Lakes,  being  abfolntely  the  Pafs  by  which 
all  Supplies  mull:  go  to  Lequefne,  the  taking  that  a- 
lone  fhouid  have  been  the  Obje£t  of  our  Forces. 

The  Defign  on  Le que fne,  fuppofing  all  to  have 
been  honeil  that  produced  it,  could  have  taken  its 
Rife  from  nothing  but  want  of  Knowledge  in  com- 
mon Geography;  No  Eye  that  follows  the  Courfe 
in  the  Map,  which  is  always  taken  by  the  Cwadian 
French  from  Quebec  to  Fort  Leqirfne,  but  mufl:  be 
necefiarily  convinced  that  the  taking  Niagara  would 
have  anfwered  all  the  Purpofes  of  poflefTmg  that  and 
Lequefju\ 

Thus  the  difgraceful  Defeat  of  our  Army,  the 
Difreputation  of  oojr  General,  the  Deftruclion  of  our 
Subjects,  the  Expence  of  the  Expedition,  and  Dif- 
honour  of  the  Nation,  might  hav^e  been  prevented* 

But  alas!  fuch  has  been  the  undeviaiing  Cuftoni 
of  the  E}7glijl\  (ince  the  AdminiCtration  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Or — d,  to  bear  Infults  from  all  Nations  inat- 
tentively, till  the  Refervoir  of  Injuries  being  full,  the 
Banks  are  broken  down,  and  the  Torrent  of  Refent- 
ment  rufhing  forth  with  too  much  Impetuofity,  de* 
{Iroys  by  iss  Violence  and  Quantity,  the  very  Bene- 
fit which  it  would  otherways  have  afforded  by  being 
deliberately  and  juQly  difpenfed  abroad. 

Too  flow  in  our  Refolves  in  the  Beginning,  and 
too  impetuous  in  the  Execution  of  them  at  laft,  the 
Zeal  for  doing,  too  frequently  defeats  tlie  Reafons 
and  Povi^ers  which  condud  and  fupport  our  Enter- 
prizes. 

There  are  not  wanting  indeed  Men  well  acquaint* 
ed  with  thofe  Parts  of  America^  who^  with  great  Ap  ^ 
pearance  of  Truth,  and  Force  of  Argument,  alledge, 
that  a  few  armed  Veilels  on  the  Lake  Ontario^ 
vi^ould  have  fecured  us  a  fafe  and  eafy  Conqued  of 
Niagara  and  Fort  Leqiiefne,  It  is  indubitably  true, 
ihatnoShip  of  Force  or  Burden  can  enter  that  Lake 
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the  Head  oi  the  River  S/  Lawrence  i  Confequeiitly 
the  Englijl)  Ships  being  firft  fet  a  Iwimming  on  the 
Lake  Ontario^  they  mud  have  prevented  all  Supplies 
from  going  by  Water  to  Niagara,  as  well  as  deilroy- 
ed  all  Ships  pretended  to  be  built  on  the  Borders  of 
the  Lake  by  the  French ;  as  the  Engiijh  by  that  Con- 
duct would  become  abfolute  Mafters  af  that  Water* 

Hence,  by  the  cruizing  of  thefe  Ships,  it  being 
rendered  impraflicable  to  fuppty  Niagara  zv\(\¥oxi 
Lequelne^  a  few  Months  confuming  the  prefent  Pro- 
vifion,  would  have  given  us  Poilefilon  of  both  ;  Fa- 
mine being  an  Enemy  which  no  human  Power  can 
refift. 

Thus  then,  by  obferving  this  Conducl,  a  fmall 
Expence,  a  prudent  Patience,  a  fteady  Perfeverance, 
snd  a  little  Time,  vi^ould  have  accomplifhed  v/hat  has 
already  failed  in  one  Part. 

Let  us  however  fuppofe,  that  k  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  that  an  Army  ihould  be  fent  to  the  befieging 
Fort  Lequefne  from  England,  iliall  we  be  permitted 
the  Liberty  of  afking  ihofe  who  chofe  the  General 
for  this  Expedition,  and  directed  the  Undertaking, 
Whether  a  hot  impetuous  Arrogance  of  Temper  is 
that  which  is  adapted  by  Nature,  or  ihonid  be  pit- 
ched upon  in  a  Man  who  is  fent  to  command  an  Ar- 
my in  a  new  Land,  where  Hardfhips,  more  than  in 
European  Countries,  mull  be  undergone  by  the  Sol- 
dier, where  Affability  and  Compaffion,  Gaiety,  Po- 
pularity, and  Encouragement  in  a  General,  are  the 
neceflary  Ingredients  to  fweeten  and  palliate  ihe 
Bitternefs  of  that  Draught  which  War  adminifters  to 
the  Tad  e  of  all  Nations,  and  to  win  the  People  to 
his  Confidence  and  Obedience  ? 

Would  a  Man  of  common  Underftanding  have  fent 
a  felf-willed,  felf-fufficient,  ralli  Commander,  to  op- 
pofe  an  Enemy  in  a  Country  replete  with  Opportu- 
nities and  Situations  for  Ambufcadeand  Snare  \  The 
Genius  of  which  People  is  to  combat  their  Enemies 
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in  that  way  of  Fi gluing ;  a  Man  whofe  veryPrefumption, 
Idea  of  Security,  and  Contempt  of  his  Enemy,  effe- 
£lually  deceived  him  into  the  Ruin  of  his  brave  OtH- 
cers  and  his  Army,  with  an  Addition  of  Difgrace  to 
his  own  peculiar  Deflruction  ;  fuch  a  Difpolition  in 
a  General,  is  a  greater  Advantage  to  a  difcreet  Enemy 
than  I  GOO  fighting  Men  added  to  their  Party. 

And  here  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  it  feems  ow- 
ing to  this  want  of  Judgment  in  thofe  who  have  long 
appointed  our  commanding  Office.s,  that  the  Panic 
at  Preflon  Pans,  the  Fatality,  as  it  is  politely  called, 
at  Falkirk,,  the  Flight  at  Port  UOrient^  and  the  Dif- 
grace at  Fort  Lequefne,  have  thus  llicceeded  each  o- 
ther,  in  a  great  Mcafure,  as  well  as  to  the  univerfal 
Corruption  of  thofe  Men  from  which  the  Soldiery 
are  generally  collecled. 

Had  the  Soldiers  pollefled  a  full  Confidence  in  ei- 
ther of  the  Generals,  who  commanded  on  thefe  Days, 
they  would  probably  have  behaved  with  the  fame  Spi- 
rit  they  did  at  Culloden,  when  the  Duke  o1  Cumberland, 
in  whom  every  Soldier  confided,  led  them  to  an  ea- 
^Y  Conqued,  and  routed  the  Rebels  at  that  Place. 

It  is  this  Confidence  of  an  Army  in  their  General 
w^iich  unites  every  Hand  into  one  Adion,  ani- 
mates every  Heart  to  the  fame  Obedience,  and  exe- 
cutes, by  a  happy  Belief  in  their  General's  Excel- 
lence, what  is  vainly  expected  from  the  exa»5t  Difci- 
pline  of  Exercife  in  a  Martinet ;  thefe  are  the  Means, 
and  nor  the  Regularity  of  moving  the  Legs  of  a  whole 
Rank,  which  incite  and  carry  a  soldier  on  toViclcry. 

From  what  has  been  already  laid,    is  it  not  felf-e-  , 
vident,  that  General  Eraddock  Ihould,  inftead  of  divi- 
ding  his  Powers,    have  marched  in  Union  with  Mr. 
Shtrley  to  Niagara^  if  they  were  determined  to  take 
that  Fort  by  a  Land  Force  ? 

But  by  thus  having  divided  their  Forces,  and  his 
being  defeated  four  Days  before  Mr.  Shirley  began 
his    March   for  Niagara,    Mr.  Braddock  has  given  his 

Enemies 
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Enemies  that  received  him  fo  fatally  near  Fort  Lequef- 

7i(?,  the  unexpecled  Opportunity  and  Advantage  of 
being  at  Niagara  before  the  Americans  under  the 
Command  of  Mr.  Shirley,  and  aflTifting  their  Country- 
men with  all  the  Ammunition,  Cannon,  and  Bag- 
gage,  which  v/ere  taken  at  this  dilgraceful  Defeat  : 
This  Circumftanee,  if  it  iliouid  not  totally  prevent^ 
will  abfolutely  retard  the  taking  Niagara^  produce 
more  Bioodlhed,  and  expend  more  Money. 

When  we  refled:  on  the  Behaviour  of  our  Troops 
on  this  difaftrous  Spot,  (o  fatal  to  Englijh  Honour, 
liow  can  we  refrain  from  obferving  that  the  Irregulars 
of  the  Provinces  held  their  Bofoms  firm  againlt  that 
Battle,  and  that  Danger  from  which  the  Regulars  and 
Difciplined  Troops  turned  away ;  and  that  native 
Courage  fupplied  to  the  uncorrupted  American,  what 
Art  and  Difcipline  could  not  impart  to  the  Soldiers  of 
Great- Britain^ 

This,  in  my  Opinion,  offers  an  invincible  Proof, 
that  a  Militia  in  this  Kingdom,  railed  among  the  Far- 
miers  and  Peafants,  where  Virtue  yet  remains  in  a 
inuch  greater  Degree  than  amonfl  that  corrupt  Rab- 
ble of  perjured  Corporation  Borough- men,  from 
whom  the  Soldiers  are  chiefly  collected,  where  every 
moral  and  religious  Influence  being  effaced  by  Bribery 
and  Venality,  all  Senfe  of  Honour  and  Duty  is  de- 
llroyed,  would  be  a  more  effectual  Defence  of  the 
Kingdon^  from  all  foreign  Atiacks,  than  ten  times  the 
Number  of  (landing  Troops,  compoled  of  iucli  mi« 
ferable  Mifcreants. 

But  alas  1    fuch  is  the  Difference  in  Judgment  and 

Conduct  of  that  M y  which  directs  the  Affairs  of 

France  and  this  Kingdom,  the  Subjects  of  a  free  Na- 
tion are  not  permitted  to  know  the  Ufe  of  Arms,  and 
defend  themfeives,  their  Liberties,  King  and  Coun- 
try ;  whilft  thofe  which  we  treat  as  Slaves  in  that  Na- 
tion, are  encouraged  to  the  Ufe  of  military  Difcipline, 
and  entrufied  with  Arms  tp  defend,  alas !    what  v^^e 

call 


call  neither  Liberty  nor  Property.  Show  me  a  great- 
er Paradox  in  all  Natare,  and  explain  tonic  the  Mo- 
tives to  this  Behaviour  in  the  different  M rs  on 

juftifiable  Rerdbn,  vv^hy  a  free  People  fliould  be  de- 
nied the  Power  of  defending  their  freedom,  and 
thofe  under  a  Monarchic  Government  /hould  be  o- 
peniy  encouraged  to  fight  for  Slavery  ?  is  Bravery 
more  natural  to  Slaves  than  Freemen  ^.  or  is  Defpo- 
tifm  a  more  animating  Motive  to  the  Perfon  who  lives 
under  it,  than  the  Charms  of  Liberty  ? 

Thus,  my  Countrymen,  I  have,  with  the  utmoft 
Impartiality,  laid  before  your  Eyes  the  true  Proceed 
ings  of  thole  who  have  lately  conducted  our  Fleets 
and  Armies.  From  this  Viev;  dees  it  not  too  plainly 
appear,  that  the  Direction  of  each  lias  been  totally 
miftaken  ?  Providence  indeed,  in  Pity  to  this  favourite 
lile,  has  almoft  deviated  from  the  common  Courfe  of 
Nature,  and  once  more  faved  its  Fleets  from  Difgrace^ 
in  fpite  of  all  the  Ignorance  that  fuperintended  them. 
A  Miracle  only  could  have  faved  the  Army  com- 
manded by  a  ielf  willed  General,  who  arrogantly 
delpifmg  the  Powers  of  his  Enemy,  fell  the  Vic- 
tim of  Itts  own  P'olly  and  their  fuperior  Knovt'ledge. 

How  contemptible  mud:  we  appear  in  the  Eyes  of 
all  Eurofe,  from  this  Imbecility  of  m — 1  Judgment  in 
•the  Choice  of  Generals,  what  Expectations  of  Sue- 
cefs  may  not  our  Foes  flatter  themfelves  with,  from 
this  vifible  Inequality  of  Underflanding  in  thofe  who 
direct,  to  the  Greatnefs  of  thofe  Powers  which  are 
to  be  CQnduv5ted  by  them  during  a  War,  when  they 
have  feen  a  State  the  (Irongefl:  in  maritime  Force  fo 
totally  divefted  of  all  Advantage,  by  the  finifler  Ap- 
plication of  its  Nav}^ )  an  immenfe  Fleet  preventing 
not  their  Enemies  from  being  fupplied  with  every 
Thing  neceilary  to  fupport  themfelves  during  a  War  I 
What  mufl  we  conceive  will  be  the  ultimate  Event, 

whenM rs,  by  the  natural  Bent  of  their  Under- 

ilanding,  can  defeat  all  our  Armaments  with  fcarce 

an 
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an  Enemy  to  oppofe  them  ?  Will  they  whofe  Capaci- 
ties, in  Tranquility  and  at  Eafe,  might  have  planned 
the  Dedruction  of  their  Enemies  Fleet,  and  yet  have 
failed,  be  equal  to  the  Conduct  of  a  general  War,  and 
Succefs  ? 

Will  nor  thofe  who  have  been  the  ductile  Dupes 
of  their  own  Incapacity,  and  a  Quaker's  felf  intereft- 
edDeligns,  in  appointing  ufelefs  Expeditions  and  un* 
equal  Generals,  be  eternally  bewildered  in  the  Tur- 
bulence of  a  general  War,  and  the  Attention  which 
is  neceilary  to  a  Multiplicity  of  Affairs  ? 

Will  thofe  then  be  lefs  open  to  the  Schemes  of 
their  Enemies,  than  to  their  own  Follies,  and  the 
Defigns  of  their  deceitful  Countrymen  ?  Will  thofe 
Eyes  which  could  not  difcern  the  true  Object  that 
fhould  be  purfued,  when  one  only  was  in  Agitation, 
be  capable  of  fupervifing  to  the  infinite  Calls  of  a  ge- 
neral War  r 

What  more  beneficial  Suggeflion  in  Favour  of 
France  could  Monfieur  Machault  have  infinuated  into 
the  Imagination  of  our  M — r,  than  this,  of  concealing 
the  Fleet  o^  England  in  Fogs  impenetrable  to  human 
Vifion,  rendering  them  invifible  and  ufelefs  ?  Who 
but  this  Bayes  in  Politics  can  elevate  and  furprize  in 
fo  amazing  Manner  ?  He  has  concealed  his  Ships  in 
Darknefs  as  effectual  as  his  Namefake  did  his  Army  at 
Kmgktsbridge.     Is   not  this,    as  a  certain  Speaker  in 

P 1  began  his  Speech  :   "  New  in  Politics,  new  in 

"  War,  and  new  in  Council." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  Macnamara^  not 
meeting  our  Fleet  in  the  Eiirofean  Seas,  had  Orders 
to  return,  and  confide  in  their  Invifibility  on  the 
Banks  of  Newfound/and  for  their  fafe  Arrival  in  Ame- 
rica,    In  this  how  little  was  he  deceived  ? 

Hence  it  too  evidently  appears,  that  we  are  in 
that  finking  State  which,  thro'  all  Ages,  has  attend- 
ed the  Want  of  Underftanding  and  Virtue.  If  then 
the  Refurre(5lion  of  a  Nation  from  Sloth  and  Cor- 

ruption> 
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ruption,  to  Honour  and  Efteein,  depend  on  the  Ca- 
pacity of  thofe  M rs  who  direct  it,  how  dreary 

and  barren  is  the  Profpefl  which  is  eternally  offered 
to  our  Eyes  ? 

Is  it  not  the  fettled  Rule  of  Providence,  that  the 
bed  Underftandings  ftiall  always  prevail  at  laft,  tho' 
in  the  Beginning  fonietimes  the  contrary  appears 
true,  yet  here,  alas!  we  want  that  flattering  Com- 
mencement. It  is  like  the  Calculation  of  Chances; 
tho'  the  Perfon  that  deals  at  Pharo  may  be  worded 
once  or  more,  he  muft  infallibly  get  the  better  at 
the  Year's  End,  and  ruin  thofe  who  engage  with 
hmi  at  the  Conclufion.     If  then   the  Direction  of 

lYi 1  Affairs  run  on  in  this  Channel,  what  fhall 

defend  us  from  national  Deftru^tion,  which  comes 
failing  down  before  the  Wind  and  Current  full  armed 
upon  us  J 

But  as  my  Intent  in  this  Letter  is  to  admonifli 
you,  my  Countrymen,  before  it  be  too  late,  and  not 
impute  that  to  a  criminal  Heart  which  is  but  Error 
in  Underftanding ;  to  clear  myfelf  of  all  Malevolence 
againft  the  private  Characters  of  thofe  who  (iiper- 
intend  ,  I  moft  fmcerely  believe,  that  no  pernicious 

Intention  in   the  M- y   has  been  the  Caufe  of 

thefe  ill  judged  Undertakings  and  Mifcarriages ;  they 
have  not  taken  their  Source  from  Spleen^  or  Re-- 
fentment  to  a  Party  ;  which  too  often  warping  the 

Minds  of  M rs,  drives  them   into  unbecoming 

Actions ;  their  private  Refentment  urging  them  to 
the  public  Ruin. 

In  this  Inllance,  their  Hearts  being  not  culpabicy 
will  excufe  them  for  this  fmgle  Eday  of  their  Ca- 
pacity, in  the  Opinion  of  all  honed  Men  :  But  if 
the  Ambition  of  prefiding  in  public  Affairs,  a  Paf- 
fion  too  often  and  too  fatally  mixed  wit,h  Weaknefs 
of  Underdanding,  diould  dill  goad  then^i  on  to  dired 
and  ruin,  v/hat  will  then  be  their  Due  from  your 
Hands  ? 
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Yet  even  tho   Incapacity  may  plead  a  Pardon,  h 

does  not  annihilate  the  Difgrace  which  attends  (he 
Nation  in  confequence  of  it:  Tho'  the  Punilhment 
due  to  premeditated  Villainy  cannot  be  imputed  to 
the  Charge  of  thofe  Directors,  yet  the  Sufferers  are 
not  alleviated  by  that  Confiderarion  in  the  Diflrefs 
which  they  bring  to  a  Nation.  Weaknefs  and  In- 
capacity are  even  more  fatal  and  deitructive  than  a 
wicked  Heart    joined    to    fuperior    Intellecls    in   a 

M r  :  This  lail,  tho'  pure  Underftanding,  v^ill 

exert  every  Faculty'  ;  conceiving  his  own  and  his 
Country's  Intereft  infeparably  united,  his  Judgment 
will  corred  his  Miftakes,  and  re-inftate  what  may 
have  been  originally  wrong  :  But  want  of  Intellec^l 
is  irremediable  •  no  human  Power  can  correct  that 
Error;  its  natural  Lumpilhnefs,  like  Gravitation  in 
fvlatter,  making  it  tend  for  ever  to  the  Center  of 
Darknefs  j  like  Impotence  in  Nature,  producing  no- 
thing, or  but  ill-ihaped  Monfiers :  It  is  the  moil  in- 
curable of  all  Difeafes  of  the  Mind. 

What  I  wifh  then,  is  not  to  roufe  you  to  the  De- 
flrudion  of  thefe  Men,  but  to  your  own  Preferva- 
tion  ;  to  awaken  your  Attention,  that  nods  over  the 
Ruin  which  furrounds  you,  that,  like  the  paralytic 
Stroke,  feems  to  benumb  your  Faculties.  Rife  then 
to  the  Salvation  of  your  expiring  Country  ;  urge  to 
your  A'eprefentatives  the  Refolution  of  obtaining  a 
fuperior  Underftanding,  a?<  edentially  neceilary  to 
the  Prefervation  of  this  Kingdom, -which  ought  to 
be  dear  to  every  E?iglij}mian. 

Do  not  imagine  I  mean  to  intimidate  you  with 
the  Dread  of  Perils,  or  alarm  you  with  the  Idea  of 
French  Power,  to  the  aiking  an  ignominious  Peace. 
I  am  no  Advocate  but  for  my  Country,  and  for 
Englijh  Glory  :  All  I  intreatyou  is,  not  by  exclaim- 
ing againfl:  Fr^/7c/;  Perfidy  to  lofe  the  Sight  of  dif- 
placing  thofe,  who,  by  the  Want  of  Underftanding, 
are  yet  greater  Enemies-  to  this  Nation. 
-     As  I  know  that  Succefs  muft  ultimately  depend 

on 
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on  Prudence  and  Underftanding,  that  Heaven  has 
originally  determined  that  human  Glory  fhall  be 
the  Slave  of  thefe  and  Virtue,  as  your  Lives  and 
Properties,  Liberties  and  Religion,  mufl  be  the  ig- 
nominious Victims  of  wrong  Judgment.  Remem- 
ber how  dangeroufly  you  are  at  prefent  fituated. , 
Will  not  one  Mifcarrisge  in  Europe  puih  you  head- 
long into  the  Gulf  of  Perdition,  from  that  Precipice 
on  which  you  at  prefent  fland  expofed  ? 

Let  not  the  Clamour  of  Difpatch,  and  Impetuo- 
fity  of  Warlike  Preparation,  deceive  you  into  an  O- 
pinion  of  iheie  Men.  The  headftrong  Horfe,  whofe 
Violence  carries  him  Vv'ithout  the  Courfe,  as  effectu- 
ally lofes  the  Race  as  that  which  is  diftanced :  The 
Traveller  who  rides  Poft  out  of  the  Way,  is  at  the 
Evening  only  more  tired  and  farther  diftant  from 
his  Home  than  he  who  trots  on  foberly  ;  and  Fleets 
and  Armies,  dellined  by  flrong  mifguided  Impulfe 
to  wrong  Places,  ufeiels  and  inapplicable  Defigns, 
only  fooner  exhanil:  the  Powers  of  a  Nation. 

Let  me  implore  vou  then  to  remonftrate  to  Ma- 
jefly  itfelf,  if  your  Reprefentatives  refufe  your  Pe- 
tition, that  able  Heads  may  direct  his  Councils  ^ 
and  that  Arms  be  intruded  to  your  Hands,  in  whom. 
Safety  can  be  only  placed;  who  love  your  King  and 
Country,  and  are  ready  to  offer  up  your  Lives  a  Sa- 
crifice to  their  Prefervation  and  Welfare. 

Let  us  not  fland  thus  almofi:  naked,  and  expofed 
to  the  Attacks  and  Infults  of  200,000  Soldiers,  de- 
fended by  lefs  than  20,000 ;  A  Battle  lofl  in  this 
Ifle  decides  the  Fate  of  England,  Remedy  thofe  E- 
vils ;  place  yourfelves,  your  King,  and  Country  in 
Security;  chaflife  your  Enemies  by  Sea.  Believe 
me  in  what  I  have  uttered,  left,  like  the  Trojans  who 
neglet^led  the  Prophecies  o^CaJpindra^  felf-fufficienr, 
inattentive,  and  fecure,  you  bewail  too  late  the 
predicted  Evil,  when  no  human  Powers  can  remove 
the  Weight  of  that  Ruin  which  now  hangs  threatning 
over  ycu. 
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